THE HEALTH AND VIBRANCY OF POPULAR PIETY
CRITERIAFOR EVALUATION
 Does it arouse in people a capacity for self dedication and for the exercise
of heroism when there is a question of professing the faith?
 Does it indicate a certain thirst for God such as only those who are simple
and poor in spirit can experience?
 Does it give people a keen sensitivity by virtue of which they can appreciate
the ineffable attributes of God-- God’s compassion, providence,
benevolence and loving presence?
 Does it develop in the inmost depths of people habits of virtue rarely to be
found otherwise in the same degree, such as patience, acceptance of the
Cross in daily life, detachment, and openness to others and a spirit of ready
service?
 Does it recognise that the Liturgy is the centre of the Church's life and
cannot be substituted by, or placed on a par with, any other form of
religious expression?
 Does this form of piety lead people toward the celebration of the Liturgy?
 Does it appear in any way to be corrupted by factors that are inconsistent
with Catholic doctrine?
 Is it motivated by a biblical spirit, since it is impossible to imagine a
Christian prayer without direct or indirect reference to Sacred Scripture?
 Does it exhibit a liturgical spirit? Is it disposed properly for or echo the
mysteries celebrated in the liturgical actions?
 Does it convey an ecumenical spirit, in consideration of the sensibilities and
traditions of other Christians without, however, being restricted by
inappropriate inhibitions?
 Is it informed by an anthropological spirit which both conserves symbols
and expressions of importance or significance for a given nation while
steering away from meaningless or archaic forms and expressions?
 Is it imbued with a pedagogical awareness and realized gradually, always
taking into consideration time and particular circumstances?
 Does it show a correct understanding of the relationship between the
particular Church and the universal Church? When popular piety
concentrates on local or immediate issues, it risks closing itself to universal
values and to ecclesiological perspectives.
 Is the veneration of the Blessed Virgin Mary, of the Angels and Saints, and
prayer for the dead set in the context of the relationship between the
heavenly Church and the pilgrim Church on earth– the Communion of
Saints?

