WHERE DOES EVANGELIZATION AND CATECHESIS WITH ADULTS HAPPEN?
“The Christian community is the origin, locus and goal of catechesis.” (GDC n. 253)
“The family as a locus of catechesis has an unique privilege: transmitting the Gospel by rooting
it in the context of profound human values.” (GDC n. 255)
“The baptismal catechumenate is a typical locus of catechesis instituted by the Church to
prepare adults, who desire to become Christians and to receive the Sacraments of Christian
initiation.” (GDC n. 256)
“The parish is, without doubt, the most important locus in which the Christian community is
formed and expressed.” (GDC n. 257)
“The purpose of various associations, movements and groups of the faithful which develop in
a particular Church is to help the disciples of Jesus Christ fulfill their lay mission in the world
and in the Church.” (GDC n. 261)
“Basic ecclesial communities... are groups of Christians which arise because [people] want to
live the life of the Church with greater fervour or because they desire and seek a more human
way of life which large ecclesial communities cannot easily provide.” (GDC n. 263)
In Canada, retreat centres offer both long-term spiritual formation and direction, as well as
short-term events, programs and activities.
Diocesan Offices of Evangelization and Catechesis offer events, programs and activities to
support and nurture adult faith development.
Schools of Theology and Ministry Formation throughout Canada offer short-term workshops,
events and programs, in addition to graduate-level degree programs. Distance-education
programs are often offered to reach people in outlying areas or whose schedules do not
permit full-time study.
Various religious communities offer workshops and events of an adult catechetical nature
that are open to the public. Examples include lectures, lecture series, workshops, spiritual
direction and retreats.
A growing movement in Canada is lay association with religious communities. Through this
association, spiritual formation and faith development programs are offered.
Secular Institutes, though not large, a significant group in our Church today where
evangelization and catechesis with adults takes place.

