The Diocesan Advisory Committee
for Evangelization and Catechesis with Adults
This National Pastoral Planning Guide for Adult Catechesis calls on each diocese or
archdiocese in Canada to have in place a Diocesan Advisory Committee for Evangelization
and Catechesis with Adults. This Advisory Committee may indeed be a subcommittee of the
Diocesan Pastoral Council. Members of this Advisory Committee will support and assist the
local diocesan staff persons, individual parishes or groupings of parishes formed to cooperate
in lifelong faith formation. Another possibility foreseen is to have one central committee for all
of the formation in faith activity in a diocese. Such a structure could reflect the orientation of
the GDC that the “organizing principle, which give coherence to the various catechetical
programmes offered by a particular Church, is attention to adult catechesis”, (GDC n. 275)
The choice of the structure takes into account the role of Catholic schools in a diocese. What is
of central importance is that the choice of the structure for the committee provides for
dedicated reflection on the adult community and their need for evangelization and catechesis.
The support of a committee or commission may include any or all of the following:
 develop a diocesan pastoral plan for evangelization and catechesis with adults, and
which would call on each parish likewise to create a parish plan;
 help parishes learn how to assess current needs by listening carefully to their own
members;
 provide formation and training for parish leaders, teams and catechists;
 consult with parish catechetical leaders, responding to their various inquiries and needs;
 foster networking or mentoring arrangements in and among parishes;
 review, assess and recommend resources and materials for local use;
 obtain input regarding aboriginal and immigrant communities;
 the membership of this Advisory Committee should be drawn from the clergy of the
diocese;
 religious (particularly those involved in catechetical ministry in the diocese or in retreat
centres);
 laity;
 parish leadership;
 diocesan staff ;
 and others with catechetical insight or expertise.

Who might serve on the Diocesan Adult Faith Formation
Advisory Committee?
The persons listed here or others in similar roles or backgrounds.
This will vary according to the situation of the local diocesan Church.
From time to time, ad hoc committee members may be chosen from local professional or trade groups.

The Diocesan Director for Evangelization and Catechesis
A parish priest
The director of a retreat house in the region
A person involved in marriage preparation ministry
Leaders of the RCIA process
A School Board director of faith formation for teachers
A person with skill in ministry with seniors
A member of a parish pastoral team (e.g. a Lay Pastoral Associate)
A young adult
A Catholic Womens’ League convener of Christian Education and representative
of the Knights of Columbus
A teacher from a local theological school
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