Suitable resources for the core group of the parish or diocese
to read and discuss together
as a way of building up a “foundation of understanding”
Preliminary: Gather a trusted reading group and spend time building a foundation of
understanding about what the Church is calling us to in faith formation today. Possible
resources for such a group could include the following:
Evangelii Nuntiandi – On Evangelization in our Time, by Paul VI. This is an
abpostolic exhortation, relatively short, and in quite beautiful language. It leads
us to understand that Christ is the message and center of catechesis, and that
helping folks deepen their communion with Christ is our core work. It asserts
that “the Church ‘exists in order to evangelize’ that is ‘the carrying forth of the
good news to every sector of the human race so that by its strength it may enter
into the hearts of people and renew the human race’” (General Directory for
Catechesis, #46 quoting Evangelii Nuntiandi)
Catechesi Tradendae – On Catechesis Today, by John Paul II. This is also an
apostolic exhortation, and a very good read. It begins be affirming the Christcentered focus of catechesis, and goes on to describe how catechesis should
be implemented.
Adult Catechesis in the Christian Community: Some principles and
guidelines (ACCC) – This document, referenced in the General Directory for
Catechesis, from the International Council for Catechesis, a body of the
Congregation for the Clergy, was published in 1990. It offers guidelines for the
practical implementation of the Church’s orientations to working with adults. It
gathers insights from around the world and reflects the efforts being made in
the Christian community to promote adult catechesis, in keeping with the “new
evangelization” so often called for by Pope John Paul II. (Preliminary Remarks:
ACCC)
The General Directory for Catechesis – This document is our universal guide
for all we do in catechesis and evangelization. Drawing on papal documents
from the time of Vatican II, as well as from the restoration of the
catechumenate, this Directory lays out tasks, principles, guidelines, and
considerations to guide pastoral planning.
The Church in America: Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation, Ecclesia in
America of the Holy Father John Paul II, asks questions about encountering
Jesus Christ in America today, and calls for the new evangelization as the
mission of the Church in America today.
Others we may add…

